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JEREM. 4.14. 


How long ſhall thy waine_ 
thoughts lodge within 
thee ? 


VANITY 


N theſe words 
8. compares 

the heart unto | - 

ſome houſe of 


common reſort , made as |. 


& As 


% ws... 
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it were with many and 


| —_—— wanton, pro- 


large roomes tocntertaine |} 
and lodge multitudes of. 
Gueſts in ; into which, be- 
fore converfion, all the 


phane, diffolute thoughts, 
that poſte up and downe 
the - World (as your| 
thoughts doe) and runne 
riot all the day, have free, 
open accefſſe, the heart 
keeps open houſe to them, 
givesthem willing, cheer- 
full welcome, and enter. 
tainment 3 accompanies, 
them, travels o're all the 
world for the dainticſt 


| unruly Gallants, androy- 


pleaſures to feed: them 
with ; Lodgeth, harbours. 
them, andthere they, like 


ſters, lodge, and reycll it 
day 


of thoughts. 


— 


' | this houſe muſt be waſhed ; 


day and nigbt, and defile 
thoſe roomes they lodge 
in, with their loathſome: 
filth and vomits. How long, 
ſayes the Lord, ſhall they 
lodge therein? Whilſt 1 
with my Spirit, my Sonhe, 
and trainc of graces, ſfand 
at the doore and knock, Rev, 
3- 20. and cannot finde 
admittance; of all which 
filthineſle, &c. the Heart 


| 


waſhthy heart from wicked. 
neſſe. Waſht, not ſwept 
onely of grofler evills ( as 
HMatth.12.43.the houſeL, 
( the uncleane ſpirit re-en- 
ters into) is ſaid to bee 
[wept of evills that Jay 
looſe and uppermoſt ) bur 
waſht,and clenſed of thoſe 
defilements which ſticke 


More 
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$1 The vanitie ”" 
more cloſe, and : e incor-| 
lt porated, and w _ in, 
[ into the Spirit, And 2. 
thoſe vaine and unruly 

gueſts muſt bee turned out 
© [of doores, without any 
| warning, they have ſtaid 
there long enough ; too 
long ; How long ? andthe 
time paſt may ſuffice, as the 
| Apoſtle ſpeaks, they muſt 
lodge there no more, The 
houſe, the ſoule is not in 
| converſion to bee puld' 
downe, but onely theſe 
gueſts turned out 3 and 
though kept out they can-| 
not be, they will ſtill enter| Þ 
whilſt wee are in theſe 
| houſes of clay, yet lodge 
| they muſtnor: ifthovughrs | | 


EE ee 


of anger and revenge 
come tn, inthe morning or; 


__ © day 


- — 


| | | of thoughts. | | 5 


day time, they muſt bee 
turned out ere night, Let 
. | not the Sunne gve downe up- 
on your wrath, Epheſ. 4.26. 
For ſo you may come to 
lodge yet a worſer gueſt 
in your heart with them : 
Give mot place tothe Devil, 
(for it followes) who will 
bring ſeven worſe with him, 
It uncleane thoughts offer 
to come to bed to thee, 
whenthou lieſt downe, let 
them not lodge with thee. 
To conclude, it is not 
what thoughts are in your | 
hearts, and paſle through | 
them, as what lodging | 
they have, that doth diffe- 
rence your repentance : 1 
many good thonghts and| * + | 
motions may paſſe, as| 
Stranzers thorow a. bad Ee 
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| [the wickednefle and vani- 


| 


| 


knockings and interrupti- 


man ; but till they lodge | 


mans heart; and ſo like- 
wiſe multitudes of vaine 
tbeughts may. make a 
thorew-fare of a belce- 
vers heart, and diſturbe 
him in good duties, by 


ons, and breakings in up- 
on the heart of a good 


not there ;. are not foſte. 
red; harboured. 

My ſcope in our ordi- 
nary courſe is, to diſcover 


tie of the heart by nature : 
inthe heart we are yet but 
inthe upper parts of it, the 
underſtanding, and the de- 
filements thereof, which 
are to bee waſhrt out of ir, ' 
and the next defilement, 
which in my broken or. 
der 
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| 6 of thouzhts. 7 | 


\der I meane to handle, is| 2 
that which is here ſpecift» | 
ed, the wanity of your | 
thoughts : forthe diſcove- 
ry ſake of which onely, I 
choſe this Text, as my| . 
round ; That is it, there- 
on, which I _ yrs 
inſ1 On. ecÞ 
which, 1 confeſſe, would | 
prove of all elſerhe vaſt. | 
eſt. To make an cxat|. , 
' | particular diſcovery of 
the vanitics in our 
thoughts, to travell over 
[the whole Creation, and 
to take a ſurvey, and give 
an account of all that va- 
nity abounds in all the 
creatures', was (as you 

know) the taske of the 
wiſcſt of men, Solomon ; 
the flowre of bis, ſtudies| 
and a 


ee 
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- (and labours : But the vaw1- 


| The Vanitie 


tie of our thonghts, are as 
multiphed much in us; 
this little world affoords 
more varieties of vanities, 


[than the Great. Our 


thoughts made the crea- 
tres ſubject to vanities, 
Rom.$.20, therfore them- 
ſelves are ſubje ro vani- 
ty much more. In hand- 
ting of 'them I will ſhew 
you, 1. What is meant by 
Thoughts. 2. What by va- 
rity. 3. That our thoughts 
are vaine, 4. Wherein 
that vanity doth conſiſt, 
both in the generall, and 
ſome ds 

Firſt, what is meant b 


thoughts , eſpecially as 
they are the intended ſub. 
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"P of this diſcourſe, 


which 
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Kkeas thoughts. 


which'in fo vaſt an argu: 
ment I muſt neceflarily 
ſet limits nnto: 1. By 
thoughts, the Scriptures do 
comprehend all the #rey- 
uall ats of the minde of 
man, of what facult 

ſoever, all thofe reaſo- 
nings, conſultations, pur- 
poſes, 're{olutions, in- 
tents, ends, defires, and 


as oppoſed to our external 
words and aCtions, fo 1ſay 


ded into thoſe two, 1 know 
their workes and their 
thowghts : what is tran(- 
ated within the minde, is 
called the thoughts ; what 
thereof do manifeſt them- 
ſelves, and breake out in 
ations, are called workes. 
And 


| 


cares of the minde of man, | 


66.18, All acts are divi-| 


| 9 | 
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And fo Geneſ. 6. 5. Eve- | 
ry imagination of the_ 
thoughts, ( omne figmen- 
tzm) all the creatures the | 
| minde frames within it 
'|  ſelfe, purpoſcs,defires, &c. 
| (as it is noted in the mar- 
gin) areevill ; where by ; 
thoughts are underſtood 
[all that comes within the 
minde, ( as Ezech.11.5.the 
phraſe is) and fo indeed | 
we vulgarly uſeit, and un- 
derftand it, ſo To remem- 
| ber a man, is, to thinke of | 
him, Gen, 49. 14. to have | | 
purpoſed a thing, we fay, 1 
thought todoeit, To take 
| care about a bulineſle, is to 
take thought, 1 Sam. 9.5.| - | 
| And the reaſon, why all 
y may. thus bee called zhe 
thoughts, is, becauſe in- 
deed 


DR ————— 
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ou 4 d - Y 
Fo 


of thoughts. | ory 


| deed,all affeRions,deſires,| 


[in ſo.large a ſenſe at pre- 


' | hand: Thoughts not being 


urpoſes, are ſtirred upb 
hides, bred, fm 
and nouriſhed by them : 
no one thought paſleth, 
but it ſtirreth ſome affeci. 
on of feare,joy,care,grief, 
&c. No, although they 
are thus largely taken 
here, yet I intend not to 
handle the vanity of them 


A” 4 


ſent*I muſt confine m 
ſelfe, as ſtrictly as may be, | 
to the vanity. of that, 
which is more properly 
called the thinking, med:- 
tating, conſidering power af | 
man, Which is in his wns-. 
derſtanding or ſpirit, that 
being the ſubject I have in 


| 


in this ſenſe oppoſed wy b 
Y 


— — 
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lt 


ly to your workes, but unto 
purpoſes and intents, ſo 
Hebr. 4.12. as the ſoule 
{and ſpirit, ſo thoughts and 
intents ſeeme to bee oppo- 
fed. And Job 20. 2, 3. 
Thoughts are appropriated 
to the Spirit of under flan- 
ding. And againe yet 
more ſtrictly, for in the 
underſtanding I meane not 
to ſpeake of, generally, all 
| thoughts therein, neither, 
as nor of the reaſonings or 
deliberations 1n our ai 
ons: but thoſe muſings 
onely in the Specalative_ 
part. 

And ſo; I canno other- 
wile exprefſſle them to 
you, 'than thus. Thoſe 
fame firſt, more ſimple_ 
conceits, apprehenſions that 
| | arile; 
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' | Pr8v. 6. 22. thoſe fame 


of thoughts. 


ariſe ; thoſe faxcies, medi- 
tations, which the way 
| oonay” by the. helpe 
ames within it 5A 
Fl 1ngs ; thoſe whereon|- 
your mindes ponder and 
pore, and mule upon 
things, theſe I meane b 
thoughts, 1 meane. thoſe 
talkings of oyr mindes 
with the things wee know, 
as. the Scripture calls it, 


tings, the minde hath 
with the things let intoit, 
with the things wee. feare, 
with the things wee love. 
For all theſe things our 
mindes make their com- 
par ions,,and our thoughts 

old them diſcourſe, nd 


parleys, entcrviews, chat- 


k have. a thouſand: conceits |: 


. about] 


———————_ 
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lodging, that preſence 
chamber, which enter- 


about them ; this I meane 
by thoughts. For bcfides 
that reaſoning power, deli- 
berating power, whereby | 
wee aske our ſelves conti- ! 
nually, what ſhall wee doe ? 
and whereby wee reaſon 
and diſcufſe things, which 
is a more inward cloſet, 
the Cabinet. and privie 
councell of the heart, 
there is a more outward 


taines all commers, which 
1s the thinking, meditating, 
wuſing power in man, 
which ſuggeſteth matter 
for deliberations, and con- 
ſulrations, and reaſonings, 
which holds the 86jeds till 


weview them ,, which en- 


— 


tertaineth all that come to 
ſpeake 


of thoughts, | 
ſpeake with any of ouraf- 
feRions. 

2. I adde, which zhe 
minde frames withinit ſelf, 
ſo. the Scripture exprel- 
ſeth their originall to us, 
and their maner of rifin 


is in his heart, fabricatur, 
hee forgeth miſchiefe, as a 
'Smuth doth Iron, ham- 


| mers it out: and the 


' \thoughts are the materi- | 


| 


alls of. this frowardneſlſe 


- |in us ; upen allthe things 


which are preſented tous, 
the minde begets ſome 
thoughts, imaginations on 
them ; and as l/»ſts, fo 
thoughts are conceived, 
James 1. Iſay 59.4. They 


conceive miſchiefe.>, and 


Prov. 6. 14. Frowardne(ſe 


| 


| 
| 


Þ 


bring forth iniquitie , and 
| hatch | | 


ce. 


I3 


| 


DE 
w- 


{ thoughts. caſt in.by Satan, 


— 


hatch Cockatrice egges, and 
weave Spiders webbes, And 
verſe 7. hee inftanceth in | 
thaughts. of \ iniquity, be-. 
cauſe our thoughts are 
ſpynne out of our owne 
hearts, arc egges of our| 
owne- laying, though the'|, 
things preſcnted: to-us bee 
from without. | 
And this I adde to ſever' 
them from ſuch thoughts 
as arc injefed, and caſt in, 
onely frem * without. 
which: are children of an- | 
others begerting, and of- 
ten laid our of doores : 
ſuch as are blaſphemous | 


wherein if the: ſoule. bee 
meerely paſſive, (as the 
word. - Buff eting. implies, 
> C#7.12.7.)they are none 


of 


[oa 


I 


_ 


of thoughts. 


my on CT EIS 
. [of your thoughts, bur his; 


- | comes from within, Matth. 


| of uncleannes,8&c. Where- 


affe@ the heart, as natural! 


ce 


wherein a man is but as 
one in. a roome with ano- 
ther, where he heares ano- 
ther ſwearc and curſe, byt 
cannot get out from him.; 
ſuchehoughts , if they bee 
onely from without, defile 
not a man. For nothing 
defiles a man, but mhat 


15.18,19, or Which the | 
heart hath begotten upon 
it by the devil, as thoughts | 


— 


in though he be the father, 
yet the heart is the mo. 
ther and wombe; and 
therfore accordingly they 


children doe, and by that | 
wee may diſtinguiſh them | 
from the other, namely, | 


B when” , 
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| when we have a ſoft heart, 
an inward love unto them, 
ſo that our hearts doc kiffe 
the childe, then they are 
our thoughts, or elſe when 
the heart broods upon 
theſe cgges, then they are 
-our thoughts, thoughthey| 
come from without. 
Though this'is to bee] | 
added, that even thoſe] |} 
thoughts, wherein the | 
ſoule ispaſſive, and which| 
Satan caſts in, which wee 
| do no wayes owne,where- 
s in hee raviſheth the heart, 
=% rather than begers them 
| on us, (if there bee not any 
"—u conſent to them in us, 
| | then it is but a Rape, as in 
law it is not) I yeeld, 
| thoſe thoughts are puniſh-| 
| ments often of neglect of 
| | our 


_ 


_ py 
A "ou 
= _ 
_ 


em 


ray ee ew 
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of thoughts. | 179: | 


our thoughts, and of our 
ſuffering them to wander ; 
as Dinah, becauſe fhewent 
cunningly out, /# view the 
Daughters of the land, was | 
taken and raviſh't, though 
againſt her will : yet it was 

a puniſhment of her curio- | 
| |ſity: or elſe they are the 
 |[puniſhmentof thenegleQ i 
- [of good motions of the | 
ſpirit; which refiſting , we | 
thereby grieve him, and ſo 
he deales with us, as wee | . 
with our children, ſuffers 
us to bee ſcared with bug. 
| eares, and to bee grieved 
[by Satan, that wee may 
C learne what it 15 to neg- 
4 [le& him, and harbout! 
|: [vanity, Laſtly, I adde, 
whichthe minde, in 4nd by 
, [#4 ſelfe, or by the helpe of | 
S B 2 fancy 


—_y— 
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AH is vanitie_, becauſe 


} 


fancy, thus begets and en- 
tertaines, becauſe there 
are no thoughts or like- 
nefles of things at any 
time in our fancies, but at 
the ſame time they are in 
the underſtanding alſo re- 


fleced unto it: As when! 


two Looking-glaflos arc 
placed oppoſite and nigh 
_ to other, looke what 

cies appeares in the 
= dot alſo in the 0- 
ther. 

Secondly, let us ſee 
what vanity is, take it in 
all the acceptations of it ; 
It is true of our thoughts 
that they are waive. 

I. Itis taken for #»pro- 


fitableneſ. So Eccleſ1.2,3.. 


there is no profit iz them | 
wnder | 


— 


—_— — —— — o_—_—— 
4 ” 


A 


— 


* 
— 


I I 


of thoughts. 


Judgement, 1 Corn. 2.6. | 


1 


| ſureof his heart, hee brings 


_  _B; 


under the Sunne, ſuch are| 
our thoughts by nature, 
the wiſeſt of them will 
not ſtand us in any 
ſtead in time of need, 
in time of temprti- 
on, diſtreſſe of conſci- 
ence, day of death or 


[4H the wiſedome of the 


wife comes to nough?, Pro. | 
10.20, The heart ef the_ 
wicked is little worth, not; 
2 penny for them alf,! 
whereas the thoughts of a 
godly man are his evee- 
fare : Out of the good trex-! 


them forth. He mints them, 
and they are laid up as his 
riches. Pſal.138. 17. Hew 
pretions are they ? he there 
ipeakes of our »hongbts of 
Goa, 


| 
| 


| 21 
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| 22 The wanitie | 
God, as the object of them | 
thy thoughts, that is, ( of 

thee) are precious. 

2. Yanitie 1s taken for | 
lightnefſe. Lighter than 
| vanity is a phraſe uſed, 
P{al. 62. 9. and whom is it 
ſpoken of 2 of men, and if 
any thing in them be /igh- 
| fer than other, it is their 
' thoughts which ſwim in 
| the uppermoſt parts, float 
| at the top, is as the ſcum 
of the heart ; when all the 
} beſt and wilſeſt, and dee- j 
bt peſt, and ſolideſt thoughts 
18 in Balthazar a Prince, 
= | were weighed, they were 
I found too light, Dan.5.17, 
| 3. Yanity is put for fol. 
48 ly. So Prov.12.11. YVaine 
men, is made all one with 
men void of underſtan- 
| ding, 


a. ad... @vw AM a5. 4. i na th. at. ara 
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of thoughts. 


_ | out dependance. 


—————— 


ding. Such are our 
thoughts among other e- 


23 | 


A 


vills which are ſaid to 
come out of the heart, 
Mark, 7.22, «vpwoum 15 rec- 
koned as one, fooliſhneſſe, | 
that is, thoughts that are 


ſuch as mad men have, and 


fooles, nothing to the pur- 


poſe, of which there can 
bee made no uſe, which a 
man knowes not whence; 
they ſhould come, nor 
whither they would, wich. ' 


:4+ . It is put for Izcon- 
ſtancy, and frailty, there. 


fore vanity and a ſhadow 


are made Synonomaes,PÞſal. 
144-4: ſuch are our 
thoughts, flitting and peri- 


ſhing,as bubbles, Pſ.146.4 
All their thoughts periſh. 
B4 Laſtly, 


| a proud _ Prpy. 30. 
| 32. For ſo laying bandon 


| ſenſe I chiefly muſt Hiſt | 
on, in handling the-va# w" . 
| 


—_— —_— 


 Laftly, they are vaine, 
that is, indeed, wicked and 
fenfull ; vanity inthe Text 
here, is yoakewl with wic- 
kedneſs: and vaine menand 
ſonnes of Belial are all one, 
2 Chron.13.17. And ſuch 


| 
are our thoughts by y bl 


ture. Prov. 24.9. 


thought of Fine ts 


ſinne_, And therefore a 
man is to bee humbled for 


the mouth is taken,'as 186 


39:37. for being wie in a| 
| 178475 owne eyes, 


And becauſe this isthe 


of the thouehts, and a 


men uſually thinke that 
| Rengefs are free; I will 


there- 


— 
— 


u 
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| not be ſaved, cAd#s 8.22. 
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of thoughts. | 

therefore - prove this to 

.you, which 1$ the onely | 

Rates ratfed, that 
wp HHS are. [1PMeS. 

1. The To ' qudgeth 
them, Heby. 4. 12. rebukes 
4 man for them, 1 Cor. 14. 
25. and therefore they are 
tranſgreſſions of the Law: 
and fo alſo did Chriſt re. 
buke the Phariſees for 
their ill thoughts, Mat. 9.4... 
which argues the excel- 
lency of the Law, that rea- 
cherh thoughts. | 

2. Becauſe theyare Cz- 
pable of pardon, and muſt 


be pardoned, or wee can- 


which 'argues the multi- 
tudes of Gods compaſs: ons, 
ſeeing thoughts 'are {0 in- 
finite... 


By - 3: They 


— ct. 
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EBW The vanitie 


—_ 


3+ They are to bee yre- 
pented of, yea repentance 
is expreſle , asto beginat 
| them.SoEſay 55.7. Let the 
| unrighteous man forſake his 
thoughts; and a man is ne- 
ver truely and throughly 
| wrought on, (as 2 Cor.10, 
45.) till every thought be 
| brought into obedience_ ; 
which argues that they 
| | Jare naturally rebellious, 
and Contrary to grace. 
And. this alſo argueth. the 
| Power of grace, which isa- 
{ble to rule and to ſubdue 
| | - **Ifo great an Army as our] | 

+ -» {thoughts are, and com-| © 
| | _ them all. as one day 
| it will doe, whenwee are | {| 
perfectly holy. | 
3 { 4. They defile the mas : 

| which nothing defiles but | 
| ſinge, 


— ————— h_ ——— 


i 
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dure to be 


| Out of the heart proceed e- 
bor thoughts, theſe defile— 
f | 4 | 


| »;$+ They are an «bomi- 
nation to the Lord, who 
hates nothing but finne, 
and. whoſe Jv eyes £4 en- 

old no iniquity, 
Prov.15.16.4S good HMe- 
ditations are acceptable, 
Pſal. 25. ult.ſo, by the rule 
of contrary, bad are abo- 
minable, 

6. They hinder all good 
wee ſhould doe, and ſpoile 
our - beſt performances. 
| Vaine thoughts draw the 
heart away in them, that 
when a man ſhould draw 
nigh toGod, his Heart, by 
reaſon of his-thoughts, 


— 
Ip— 


ſinne, Matt.15.15,16,17. 


farre off from him, Eſay. 
| 294| 
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| 


ſpeculative uncleatitiefs, & 


29.16. A mans heart goes 
afiy . his coverouſntſſe—, 
wet hee ſhould hart, vs 
the Prophet ſpcakes, be- 
cauſe his thoughts 'thus 
run. Now hothing elſe 
but finne could ſeparate, 


enmity to hit. -* 

7. Out thoughts atethe 

rſt mbtioners of 'all the e- 
vill in. For they make 
the motion, and alſo brit 
the heart ahd objettoge- 
ther ; ate panders ro our 
luſts, hold op the object, 
till the' Heart hath plaid 
the adulſterer with ir, and 
committed folly, fo in 


in othet luſts', they hold 


|and What doth eſttange us| 
from God, is fitie, and 


— 


thoſe | 


n 


vp the images of X 
0 gods, 


ts & CI _— 


of thoughts. Re 


— — —— —_— 


gods they create, which 
the heart falls downe and 
worſhips; they preſent 
credit, hes , beauty, till 
the- heart hath wortſhipt 
therh, and this when the 
things themſelves are ab- 
fent. 
Tb come row to 
PaHrticultrs wherein 
_ of the rhinkit 

ditating power = 
mindecconſtſts. 

Fir, I'wilfdiſtoveriti in 


the 


regardoof rhinking what is 
good, how unable and loth, 
mw itis to good thoughts; 
and ſeebndly initon rd of 
the readiiefſe of to Torhinh 
Hl apd vaitte things. | 
Thr e firſt, firſt #1 & 
want of ahibr ordinarily, 


Cx» 


.\afd nd to raiſe and | 


— 
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(extrat holy and uſefull 
conſiderations & thoughts 
from all ordinary  occur- 
rencies, and occaſions ; 
which the minde, ſo farre 
as it.is ſanified, is apt un- 


grace is.cnkindled, out of 


in whoſe affeRions true 
& Gods: dealings with 


him, ont of. the things he 


ſees and heares, out of all 
the objeRsare put into the 
thoughts he diſtilleth;/ho- 


1ly, and ſweet, and; uſcfull 
|meditations : and it natu- 


rally doth it, and ordina- 
rily doth it, ſo farreas it is 


\{fanRificd., So our Saviour 


Chriſt, all ſpeeches of 0- 
thers which hee heard, all 
accidents and.occurrences 


—_—_——— —lw. —_— 


ag ſtill raiſe and occaſion 


in; 


to. A heart ſanRified, and | * 


— 


A— 


# 


fulneſs and praiſe : Sonow 


the Bee ſucks honey on 
of 


in him heavenly medi- 
tations, as wee «may ce 
throughout the whole 
Goſpels:when he cameby 
a well, hee ſpeakes of 
Water of life, Tohn 4, 
Many inſtances mightb 
given ; Ye in his though 
tranſlaged the book of the 
creatures, into- the booke 
of grace,and ſo did 4dams 
heart in innocency : his 
Philoſophy might be _ 
termed Divinity, becauſe 
hee ſaw Godin all ; all rai- 
ſed up his heart to pen_al 


in like manner our mindes, 
ſo farre as they are ſanRi- 
fied, will doe. Asthe Phi- 
loſophers-ftone turnes all 


Metals into Gold ; As 


— 
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of choug hts. # 
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lof every flower, "and a 
ood ftomack fucks out 
ome ſweet and wholfome 
nouriſhment out of what 
it rakes unto it felfe: ſo 
doths holy heart, ſo farre 
as ſandified, convert and 
|digeſtall into ſpiritualuſe- 
full thoughts ; this you 
may ſee, Pſalme107. alt, 
That Pſalme gives many 
inſtances of Gods pro» 
vidence, and wonderfull 
works which hee doth for the 
ſonnes of men ; asdelive- 
rances by Sea, where men 
fee his wonders: delive. 
-[rance to Caprives, &c.} . 
and ſtill the foot of the 
Song is, Oh that mes | 
would therefore praiſe the | 
Lord for | the wonderfall| | 
workes hee doth for thej| 
__ Jones 


—— 


| 


Pt —_ —_— 


—— 


| S of thoughts. 


PEE 
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ſonnes of men, Now after al, 
theſe inſtances, hee con. | 
cludes, that though o- 
thers pafle over ſuch oc- 
| currences with ordinaric 
ſlight thoughts, yet 
layes hee; The rightcows 
ſhallſee it and rejoyce : that 
is, extract comfortable 
thoughts vut of all, which 
ſhall be marrer of joy; and 
who (0 is wiſe will obſeye_ 
thoſe things, that is, makes 
holy obſervations out of 


] ciple of wiſedomeheeun- 
| derſtatids Gods govdaels 
in all, and fo his heart is 
raiſed 'to thoughts - of 
| praiſe, and thankfulnefle, 
Jand obcdierice. Now 
| com: are 'with this the 92. 
Pſabime made for the Sab- 
Ek bath 


all theſe, and outoof a prin: 


| 


— 


1 


| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
. , 
| 
| 


: 
, 
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. 


| wor will a foole underſtand 


God, who that-day view- 


out of rhem to his glory, 
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bath ( whenin imitation of 


ed his works, wee are, On 
our Lords day, ſtill to raiſe | 
holy praiſcfull thoughts 


which hee that penned 
that Pſalme then did, wer. 
I. and 2, and) ver.5. How 
great are thy workes, ec! 
A brutiſh man knowes not, 


—_ 


ths: that is, hee being a 
beaſt, and having no ſan- 
aified principle of wiſe- 
dome in him , lookes no 
further than a beaſt 1nto 
all the works of God, and 
Occurrences” of things ; 
lookes on all bleſſings as 
things provided for mans 
delight by God: but hee 
extracts ſcldome holy ſpi- 


ritual] 


a _—_— 


Y1 


: 
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| Rs thoughts. 
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out of all, he wants theart 
of doing it.' 

If injuries be offered us 
by ethers, what doe our 
thoughts diſtill out of 
thoſe wrongs, but 
thoughts of revenge 2 we 
meditate how to requite it 
againe, But ſee how na- 
turally Davids mind di- 
ſtills other thoughts of 
Shemeis curſing, 2 Sam. 
16.11. God hath biddey 
him, and it may prove a 
good figne of Gods favor. 
God may requite good for it.. 
When we lee judgements 
1befall others, ſevere 
choaghts of cenſure -our 
mindes are apt to raiſe a. 
gainſt our brother, as obs 
friends did. But a godly 
| man 


_ 


rituall and uſefull thoughts | 


| 35 


| 


| 


—.. 


——— 


. —_ "2 - —— 


% 
DO _— 


5 1 26 | 


| choughts out of it, Prov. 


| for many yeayes : and when; 


| be the Lord for all. 
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| 
man whoſe mc much | 
{ſanAified , raiſeth other 
[21. 22, Wiſely conſi- 
f ders, Oc. 

So when outward mer- 
cies befall us, the next 
thoughts wee are apt to 
have, is to project caſe by | 
our wealth, thou haſt ves | 
judgements betall vs, wee : 
are apt to be All'd with 
thoughts of complaint, 
and featces, and cares how 
eo winde our againe, Bur 
-wihizr were the firſt 
thoughts 70b had , upon 
the newes of the lofle of 
alls God hath given, and |\ 
the Lordhath taken, bleſſed 


Such thoughts as theſe | 
(which | 


——  _— —— — 


_ of thewghts, 


- | (which all opportunities 
hint unto) a good heart 1s 


naturally railc for its owne 
uſe. So farre Barren 4s 
our thoughts are, ſo farre 


VAIRE, 


and - finfulneſle of the 
mindeappeares ina /oath. 
neſſe to. entertaine haly 
thoughts, to begin to ſet it 
ſelfe to thinke of God, 
and the things belonging 
unto Our PCcace ;. Ven as 
loath they are to this-as 
Schoole-boyes areto goe 
to their Books, or to buſte 
their mindes about their 
leſſons, their heads beiog 
full of play ; ſo loath are 
our mindes to enter Into 
| ſerious conſiderations, in- 

to 


pI 


apprehenſive of, and doth- 


Secondly, the waritic, 
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to ſad ſolemne thoughts 
of God, or death, &c. 
Men areas loath to thinke 
of death, as theeves of the 
execntion ; or tothinke of 
God, as they are of their 
Judge. So to gee over 
_ |their owne aQions, in a 
review of them, and read | 
the blurd writing of their 
hearts, and to commune 
with them, at night inthe 
end of the day, (as David 
did, Pſalm. 119.59.) men 
areas loath to doe this, as 
Schoole-boyes are to 
rſe their leflons, and the |- 
alſe Latins they haye 
made, Job 21. Depart 
ow ws (ſay they in 706) 
unto God, from their 
thoughts they meant it, 
for it follows, wedeſfire = | 
| j 


- 
* 
ee 


|heard, or what wee have 


of thoughts. 
the knowledee of thy wayes. | 
They would not thinke of 
him, or know them by 
their good wills; and 
therefore our mindes, like 
a bad ſtomack, are nauſca- 
ted with the very ſcent of 
good things, and ſoone 
caſts them up againe, 
Rom. 1.28. They like not 
to retaine the knowledge of 
God : Ietusgoeand try to| 
wind up our ſoules, atany 
time, to holy meditations, 
tothinke of what we have 


0? 


done, or whatis our duty | 
to doe, and wee ſhall finde | 
our minds, like, the peggs 
of an Inſtrument, * ſlip be- | 
tweene our fingers, as we! 
area winding them up.,and 


to fall downe ſuddenly a- 


gaine, 


mm 


: Alda... FLWIS \ 


FO EI Orr 


J—_IS 


EE 


| 


The vanitie 


| 3 


[loath to ſpeake withall ; 


——_—_— 


aine, cre weare aware of 
1t: yea you ſhall finde,that 
your' mindes will labour 
to ſhun what may occaſi- 
on ſuch thoughts; even as 
men gocout of the way, 
when they ſee they muſt 
meet with one they are 


—_ 


yea men dare not he alone, 
for feare ſuch thoughts 
ſhould returne upon them. 
The beſt ſhall findea glad- 
neſle, for an excuſe, by 0. 
ther occaſions to knocke 
off their thoughts frony} 
what is good : whereas in 
thinking of vaine carthly 
things, we thinke the time 
paſſeth too faſt, clocks 
ſtrike too ſoone, houres 
paſſe away ere WCe are a- 
ware of it, 


Third 


— — 
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of thinghts; 
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the minde is not, will not | 


. |margin) ſuch thoughts as 
[are __ the heart 
| dwe 


Thirdly, the vanity and 
ſinfulnefſe of wa _ 
appeares in the godly, 
6s -chouph they enter- 
taine good thoughts,” yet 


bee long intent on them. 
Some things there- are; 
which wee are, and canbe 
intent upon, and. accor- 
dingly dwell long upon 
them, and therefore in 
Tob 17.11. The thoughts 
arecalled the poſſefions of 
the heart, ( ſo'tis in the 0- 
Tiginall, and noted in the 


Is on them; ;yea ſo 
intent are wee often, that 


| they hinder our ſleepe : as { 


'ris ſaid of viicked men, 


pg Cannot fleepe for mul- | 


% 


C titude 


Ce rn 
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42 4 Then Vauitir 
| | titwde of the bs, E Eccleſ. 
$5.12. Se, 10 deviſe fromard 
things, Svlamon Mayes, 
Prow.16. 30. That 4 man 
Jhue's. bys eyes, that is, is ex- 

| cecding atrentive, poreth 
vpn his plots; for. ſo-a| 
| man doth uſe todo, to-ſhut 
his eyes when hee would 
be intent, and thereforeit 
is ſo cxprefled. Burt now 
let the minde be accupied 
8nd buſfied about good 
things, and things can 


ing t0:0ur peace, how nn. 
| fbeady i81r2 which things)... 
ſhould yer draw out the}.” 


| intention of the minde: | 
For the: more [excellent 
the objeQtis, the ftronger 
our: intention ſhould bee, | 
God is the moſt glorious 


"I 


objeR our lags: can 'fa- 
| ; ſten 


—_w—_ww——___ 
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Tie of thoughts. | 


| 


| 


| — 


_ | hand: Tris long ere wee 
 :$£n bring our mindes to | 
ſhave ken of him, to place 


{So whilſt weeare in never 


ſten.on, the:molt alluring, 
The i'xhought of whom 
therefore 'thould ſwallow 
up: all ather;' as not' wor 
thy to bee ſeene the ſame 
day with him: But I ap- 
peale to -all your expert- 
ences, if your thoughts of 
him benot moſt unſteady, | 
and are, (_ that 1 may fo 
comparcit ) as when wee 


looke upon a Starre thos- | 


row' an Optique glaſſe, 
held with a pallie ſhaking 


our eyes upon him, and 
when wee haye, 'how doe 


our hands ſhake, and ſo 
looſe ftghtever and anon? | 


{ſo ſerious talke with him, 


_C 2 when 


Ss. 
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| whenall things elſc ſhould 
ſtand without , / atid not 
dare to offer efitrance,: till 
wee have done with'him, 
yet how many chinkes arc 
there in the-heart,at which 
other thoughts -come in?! 
and ohr minds/leave God, 
and- follow them, and 206 
after onr covetouſueſſe, our 
credit,8c. as the Prophets 
phraſe is, Zzech. 33. So 
when wee arc hcaring the 
Word, howdo our minds 
| everand anon runne out 
the Church, and come 
againc , and fo doe notf” 
heare halfe that is ſaid? 
So when wee are 'at 
| our callings, which God 
| bids us to bee converſant | 
about with all our might, 
Eccleſ. g.10.yert our _ | 
| : Lo 


—— — 


* & knock us off, But how 
"F TFOfrdoth the heart nod, and 


of thoughts. 


like idle truants, or neg- | 
ligent ſervants, + though 


ous a buſineſle, yet goe our 
of the way to ſce any 
ſport,runne after the Hares 
that croſſe the way, fol- 
low after Butter-fliesthat 
buzzeabourus. 

And ſo when wee come 
to pray, Chriſt bids watch 


. [#0 prayer, Mark.13.33.that' 


 [is, asif wee wereatevery 
dore toplacea guard that 


& come in and diſturbe 


fall aſteepe, and runne into- 
another world, as men in 


| 


ſent about never ſo ſeri-|- 


dreames doe? Yea fo 
naturallare diſtractions to 
us, when wee are buſted" 
about holy dutics, thatas 
Cz excre- 


45 
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excrements- come' from 
men, when very weak and 
ſicke, cre they are aware 
of it ; ſo doe. worldly 
thoughts from us, and-we | 
are carried out of that| 
ſtreame of good ourmind | 
was ruming in, into ſome 

by-creek cre we are aware 


2 6 


ot it, ; 
Fourthly, the vanr#y of | 
the minde appeares,' ih re- 
eard of good things, that 
if it doth thinke of them, 
yet it doth it wnſeaſonably. | 
It is with your th b 
as with your ſpeeches} * 
their goodneſs lies in their 
placing and order, Prov. 
25. 11. 1f fitly ſpoken, they 
are & Apples of Gold in pi- 
tures of ſilver. And as 
a man is to bring forth 
actions, 


%:- 


"ſ of rhoughts. 
ations, fo thoughts in dre | 
ſeaſowz as thoſe fruits, fo 


outin ſeaſon, Pſalm.1.Now 
'the vanity of the minde 
appears in thinking of 
ſome goed things, ſome- | 
times unſeafonably ; when 
you are praying, you 
ſhould not onely have 00 
worldly thoughts come in,. 
but no other than pray. 
ing thoughts. But then 
haply ſome notions of, or 
for 2 Scrmon wilt come: 
eadily in : ſo in hearing, 21 
man ſhall often have good 
thoughts that are hetero- 
geneall to the thing in 


falling downe to prayer, 
looks ' what thing a man 


* 


theſe buds ſhould come|- 


hand ;, So. when a manis| 


had forgotten, when- it 
= C4 ſhould 


=" 
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ſhould have beene thought 
of, will then come in, or 
what will: affect a man 
much comes in to divert 


him, This wiſþplacing of | 


thoughts (ſuppole they bee 
good ) is yet froma vanit 
of the minde ; did thoſe 


-thoughts come at another 


time, they ſhould be wel- 


come :; we finde our minds 


| ready to ſpend thoughts 


about any thing, rather 
than what God at preſent 
calls unto. When we goc 


could then ſpend | our 
thoughts more willingly 
about reading; or happily 


| ſearching onr heartsz unto 


which at another time, 


Hou be moſt unwilling 
to 


—_— 


to a Sermon, we finde we 


when called- to it, wee 


j 


hs . GET-74 CO”... 4 
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of thoughts. 


to. Wecould bee content! 
to-run wild over the fields 
of meditationsand:miſcel- 


about good, rather-than' 
'to bee ticd to that taske, 
and kept inone ſctpath, 

In Adam and Chriſt 
no thought was miſpla- 
ced, but though they were 


they marched in their 
courſes, and kept their 


.inus. And this diſorder is 
a wvanityand ſinxe, bee the 
thought materially never. 
ſo good. Not every one 
that hath the beſt part 
| muſt therefore firſt ſtep 


| take. his right. cue... In 


lanjous theughts,- though) 


| as many aStheStarres, yet | 


| ranks. But ours as Mete-| 
ors,. dance-up and dowve | 


up the Stage to AR; but 


kad 


| KA 


Prin- 4 I 


i. 


| 5.0 | The wvanitie | 
1 Printing.let the letters bee 


{ never 1d fairc, yet if not 
placed in their order, and 
rightly compeſed , they 
marre the ſenſe. Souldi- 
ers'upon tio terines ſhould 
breake their ranks : fo nor 
ſhould our thoughts, Prov. 
l 16.3. Thereisa promile | 
to a Rightcom: mas , that 
; ( as: ſome: reade it) 44: 
thoughts ſhall be ordered, 
And: ſo: much for the 
| firſt part ,. The privative | 
| finfulneffe in. our thowghts, 
in reſpe of what is good, 
Now ſecoridly; 1 pro- 
F cced to difcover that poſs- 
teve wanity, which appea- 
reth it our thoughts 5 5 
regard of what is evill; 
kad SA it isndt'to bee| . | 
expected, nor indecd can| | 


FF: 


— — PR —_ 


- + <_—_—_ — — ——_— 


| — 


—— 
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of thoughts. | 


which run'through: mans 
| hearts I will _ 


zeſs : that is, fuch thoughts 


— 


it bee petſormed: by afty 
man, to reckon up the ſe- 
verall  particularities/:'of 
all thoſe vaine) chauphes 


if}-onet; 
on fome more generall 
diſcoveries, to which par- 
ticulars may: be reduced, 
for ataſto of the reſt; 

Firft;, (the 94nitie- of 
them difcovers it ſelfe, in 
that which Chriſt calls, | 
Mark. 2, *$erom foolifh- 


as mad men have, and 
fooles ; which fooliſbneſſe 
is ſeene, both in that un- 
ſetled wantonnefle - and 
wwſtayrantſſe of the minde 
in| thinking, that like 
quick- ſilver jt cannot fixe, | 


but as Solomon {ayes; Prov. 


17:«| 


— 


—_—_—_ _ 4 _— 
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17.24. CA fooles eyes are 
in the ends of the earth, are 
gariſh, and;runne up and| 
downe- from. one. 'end of 
the- carth; to the other, 
ſhooting and'ſtreaming, as. 
thoſe Meteors you ſeo| 
ſometimes in. the. ayre.. 
And. though: indeed the | 
minde of man is nimble 
andable thus:to run from. 
one. cnd of the carth to 
another, ( which: 1s its 
{ ſtrength and cxccllency ) 
yet God would not-have 
this ſtrength-and nimblc. 
neſſe, and metall-ſpirit- in | 
curvetting: and tumbling, 
(as I may call it) but in 
ſteady direRing all. our 
thoughts ſtraight on to his. 
(glory, our owne falvati, 
.0n, and the good of 0- 
| thers;; 


OO_— —_— 


— 
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of thoughts. | 53. | 


[thers; he gayc it this nim- 


bleneſſe to- turne away 
fromevill,.and the firſt ap- 
pearance of it, As we are 
to walke in Gods wayes: 
hee calls us to, ſo- every 
thonght, as well as every 
aQion is-a ſtep-: and. there. 
fore ought to bee ſteady, 
Meke fraight ſteps royour- 
feete, ſayes the Apoſtle, 
Hebrews. 12. 13. turning: 
not to the right hand, .nor 
to the left, .untill we come 
to the journeys end. of 
that buſincfle wee are to 
think of. But our thoughts, 
atbeſt, areas wanton Spa- 
nicls, who though indeed 
they goe with,and accom- 
pany their Mafter, . and 
come to their journeys. 


end with him-in rhe end). 
yet 


_— 


——_—K_Þ 
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yet doe runne after every 


he 
bond, and 9 mwens eyes are 


Bird; and wildly purſue 
every flock of ſheepe they 
fee. This unſteadinefſe, it 
ariſerh from! the like curſe 
oh the mindeof Man; as 


[was on Caine, that it being 


driven from the preſence of 
Lord, it proves a vagas | 


in ihe eld, of fon earth. 
This - fooliſhneſſe or 
«prom is alſo ſeene in 
that ' Independente ih our 
thoughts ; they hanging 
oft together as ropes of 
ſand; this wee {ce more c- 
vidently i in dreames: And 
not onely then, but when 
awakealſo, and that, when 
we would ſet our {c Ives ro 


1be moſt ſerious, how doe 


onr thoughts. jangle and 


| 


ring | 


WE 
hea 


—____ 


ring back-ward © and as 
wanton Boyes, when they 
take pens in their hands, 
{cribble broken - words 
[that have no dependence. 
Thus doe our thoughts: 
and if you would but 
looke over the copies 
thereof, which you write 
continually , you would 
findeas much non-ſenſe in 
your thoughts, as you find 
m mad mens ſpeeches. 
This madneſfle and diſtem- 
| per is in the minde fince 
the fall(though irappeares 
not in our words, becauſe 
wee are wiſer) that if 
notes were taken of our 
thoughts, we ſhould finde 
| 

thoughts ſo vagrant, that 
wes know not how they 
come in,nor whence they: 


/ "GU 


—— 
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| 


came, 
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© f-4:-4 
| 


| | 
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þ 


| 


| 


it 15 renewed: - And, by 


| folly, unſetledneſſe_,. and 
independence_ of : our 


as of Ships that aretoſt up 


_ thing;> The like in this re- 


came,. nor whither. they: 
would. But'as God doth 
all things in weight, num- 
ber, and meaſure, fo doth 
his Imagein us, ſo farre as 


reaſon of theſe two, the| 


thoughts, wee bring our 
thouphey ofren one ihe 
tono perfeRion, but wil. 
der away our time 7» 
thinking ( as you: uſe to 
ſay ) of nothing; and as Se- 


neca ſayes of mens lives, 


and downe at Seca, it may 
bee ſaid _ have beene 
toſſed mach, but ſ«yled no- 


ory bee ſaid of rhe 
thoughts: Or as when | 
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men | 
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men make imperfe& daſh- 
es, and write non-ſenſe, 
They are ſaid te ſcribble, 
they doe not write: So, 1n 
theſe follies and indepen- 
dencies, wee wilder _ 
" our ſelves, wee doe not 
thinke. 

But 2. on the contrary 
if any ſfrong luft, or vio- 
lent paſſion be up,then our 
|rhoughts are 00 fixed and 
intent, and runin ſo farre 
into ſuch finfull objects, | 
that they cannot bee puld 
out againe,. or any way di- 
verted or taken off : which 

is another vanity. For 
) our thoughts and our un- ; 
| derſtanding part was Or- 8 
dained to moderate, allay, | 
andcoole, and takeoffour | | 
paſſions, when they are a| 


6 2. 
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playing over, to rule and 
governe them. But now 
our thoughts are them- 
ſelves ſubjeted to our af- 
fetions, and like fuel! put 
under ther, doe but make 
them boile the more. And 
although our thoughts do 
firſt ſtirre up our feares, 
joyes, delires, &c. yet 
theſe beirg ſtirred up 
once, chaine, and fixe, and 
hold our thoughts to 
thoſe objects, ſo as wee 
cannot looſen them again. 


Therefore faycs Chriſtto 


his Diſciples, hy are you 
Broubled, and why doe- 
sboughts  ariſe- in your 
hearts : For perturbations 
in the affections caule 
thoughts hke fumes and 
vapours to aſcend. Ta 
T7 I 


IT” 


— 
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[ of Hhonghts. 
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how doth'-it conjure up 
' multitudes of ghoſtly 
thoughts which wee can- 
'not conjure downe againe, 
' nor hide our eyes from * 
But which haunt us, and 
follow us up and downe, 
| where ever wee goe, ſo-as 
2 man runnes away 'purſu- 
'ed by his owne thoughts, 
| the heart then meditates on 
rerrour : As Tſay 33.18.50 
when ſorrow is up, how 


which to forget , would 
beageaſc unto the minde. 
1 Buf2 mans paſtons makes 
his thonghts to con it, and 
to ſay it by heart, over 


would not have us forger 


| if a paſionef” feare bee up, 


and over againe, as if it) 


| 


doth it make us ftudy the | 
crofle that lights upon ns ? | 


| 


it. ; 


—— 
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jir, So when /oveand deſire 
isup, bee the thing whatit 
| will, wee aretaken with,as 
preferment, credit, beau.-} 
ty, riches, it ſets ourf 
| thoughts aworke to view | 
| the thing all over, from 

| top to toe ( as wee ſay ) to: 
obſerve every part and 
circumſtance, that doth 
| make it amiable unto us : 
aSif a picture were to bee 
drawn of it, So when juy 
is up, wee view the thing | 
we rejoice in, and reade it 
over and over, as wee doc 
| 4 Booke weelike, and wee 
markecvery tittle, wee are 
punctuall in it ; yea ſo in- 
ordinate are wee herein, as 
often we cannot ſleepe for 
thinking on them. Eccleſ. 
| 5. 13.. Abundance of riches 
Es will | 


_” —_——C_— — 
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| fires remaine unſatisfied, | 


tt. _— 


of thoughts, 


will not ſuffer. him to 
fleepe, for the multitude of 
thaughts in his head, ſpea- 
king of a man who is co- 
vetous : how doe thoughts 
trouble the Belſhazzers 
antl [Nebuchadonezers of 
the; world. Dar. 4. 19. 
ſo Proverbs 4.16, They 
fleepe not wnleſſe they, have 
done miſchiefe; it their. de- 


_——— 


they doe diſturbe-. their 
thoughts, like froward 
children by their crying; 
ſo as, often, theſe which 
men - count free (as the 
moſt. doe thoughts ) doe 
prove the greateſt bon- 
dage and-torment-ia- the 
carth' unto them, and doe 
hinder fleepe, the nurſe of 


nature, catc out, and live 


upon 


OA att 


L —_— 


| — 
_— 


G2 


SHA "The vanitie 
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rioſ t5,a longing and itch- 


upon | the heart that bred 
them, -- weary the ſpirits, 
that when a man ſhall fe 
far Iob 5.113.) My 
comfort mee, 

a wo bers yy 
= thoughts, and fad 


iſcoyrſes,which hee hath 
when awake, yet then 
jthey hannt a man; and as 
werſ. 14. _ him. A 
man cannot lay them a- 
fide ashedoth hiscloake : 


Jand whery men die they 


will follow them to hell, 


 jand torment them worſe 


there ; your thoughts are 
one of the greateſt execu- 
Goners there, even: the 
wormothat dies not. 
Thirdly, the vavity of 
the minde appeares in c#- 


ing | 


. 
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of 


— - 


know (and then delight. 
ing to thinke of ) things 
that doinot at all concerne 
us. Take an experiment 
ofthis in Schollers (whoſe 
.chiefe warke lics in this 
ſhap)how many precious 
thoughts. are ſpent . this 


"4+ hts | 6] 
ing to bee fed with, 2nd to 


2 as in curioſity of | 


knowledge, as appcares 
[by thoſe the Apoſtle of- 
ten-rebukes, that affed, as 
1 Tim:6. 4,20, oppoſitions 
of ſcience . falfely . ſo called 
curiofities of knowledge 
of things they have not 
ſeene. So Colo. 2. and 
1 Tim.4. 7.heecalls ſuch 
iſſues of mens braines, 
they dote on,ol/d wives fa. 
bles : becauſe as fables 


pleaſe old wives, ſo doe| 


theſe. 
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theſe their mindes, and of 
that itch they have in 
them, even as women 
with child, in their long- 
ings, content not them- 
ſclves with what the place 


_ jaffords,or the ſeaſon, with 


what may he had ; butof- 


'ten long after ſome un- , 


heard of rarity, far fetch, 
or, it may bee, not at all to 
bee had: Thus men not 
contenting themſelves 
with the wonders of God | 
diſcovered in the depth of 
his Word and Workes, 
they will launch into ano- | 
ther Sea, and world of 
their owne making, and 
there they fſaile with 
pleaſure, as many of the 
Schoole-men did in ſome 
of cheir ſpeculations; 


ſpen- 


_—— —_— 


i. 


— 


| 


by of thoughts. [ 


[ſpending their pretious 


and others, and to- build 


1 


wits -in framing curious 
webs out of their. owne | 
bowels. © y 
- Take another inſtance. 
alſo in others', who have 
leiſure and parts to reade 
much, they ſhould ballaſt 
their hearts with the 
Word, and take in thoſe 
more pretious words of 
wiſdome and ſound know- 
ledge to profit themſelyes 


up their owne ſoules, and 
whereby they may bee 
enabled to ſerve their 
Countrey : but now what 
doe their curious fancies 
carry them unto, to bee 
verſed in, but Play-books, 
jearing Paſquils, Roman- 


ſes, fained ftayes, which 
D are 


ro © 
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are the curious needle. 
worke of idle brajnes, ſo 
as they load their heads 
with Apes and Peacocks 
feathers, in fteadof pearles 
and pretious ſtones.; ſoas 
aman may lay as Selomon 
| Prow.15. 14. The hearpef 
bim that hath unerſtand- 
ing ſeeketh knowledge, but 
the weuth of fookes feeds on 
 foolifneſſe. Foolſh dif: 
courſes pleaſe their -eares| 
andeyecs to reade>all theſe 
being but purveiors{ as 1t 
were) for food , for the 
thoughts, like Camelions 
men Jive oh ayre and 
winde, 

To leave them, how 
doe others Pur of meere 
| curiofiry to know and 

pleaſe their thoughts, 11- 
ſten 


cur” I I—_ 


| of thoughts. 
ften afterall che news that 
flies mp; and downe "the 
world, feum.aH the froth 
that floats in/fovlifh mens 
mouths, and ptesfethem- 
ſelves onely with talking, 
thinking, and hearing 
of it. | 
I doenot condemneatl 
| [herein: fome Their cnils 
are good, and they can 
make uſe of it, and'docas 
Nehemiah did, who inqui-| 
red how things went at 
Terwſalem, to rejoyce w ith | 
Gods people, and mourne 
with them, and pray for 
them, ' and 'to know how 
to faſhion their prayers 
accordingly. Bur I con- 
demne that curious itch 
that is in men, when it 1$ 
done, but meerly to pleaſe 


D 2 their | 
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their fancies, which is 
| much delighted with new 
| things, though they con- 
cerne us not; ſuch the 
Athenians were, Aits 17. 
21. How doe ſome men 
long all the weeke, till] 
they heare events and 
iflues, and make ita great 
part of the happinctf. of 
their lives, to ſtudy the 
ſtate-more than their own. 
| hearts, and affaires of their 
callings : whotake ations 
| of State as their text to 
ſtudy the meaning of, and 
to preach on where-ever 
they come, I ſpeake of 
thoſe that yet lay not to 
heart; the miſlries of 
the Church of Chriſt, 
{nor helpe them with 

their prayers, if at any 
6 time 


mm— 


time they happen. 

The” like curioſity is 
ſeene in many, in deſiring 
to know the ſcecrets' of 
other men, which yet 
would -doe them no good 
to know, and who doe ſtu- 
{dy mens ations and ends, | 
not to reforme, or doe 
good to them, Þut to 
know them, and think and 
mnſe thereof, when alone, 
. [with pleaſure ; this is curi- 
olity, and properly a va- 
nity of the thinking pow. 
er, which it mainely plea-| 
ſeth ; and is indeed a great 
fin, when much of mens 
moſt pleaſing though | 
are ſpent on things con- 
cerne them not. For the 
things we ought to know, 
and which doe concerne 


D 3 us, 
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| us, are enough to take up 
all our thoughts alone, 
neither ſhall wee bave any 
to ſpare: and thoughts 
are pretious things , the 
immediate fruits and 
buds of an. immorrtall na- 
ture ; and God hath given 
vs power ta coyne them, 
to E them out in things 
concerne our ownegood, 
and of our neighbours, 
and his owne glory ; and 


the greateft waſte in the 
wagld.; examine what 


for God. ought to have 
toll of all. Provey. 2.4. 8. 


wa a. miſchievous aQi- 


| 


Carne you put in to grind, | 


thus not to ſpend themis | 


Hee that dewviſeth evill ſhall | | 
be called. a miſchievous. per- | 


on, | 


ſon, not alwayes hee that | 


| 


] 
| 


———— 
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on, bur thar deviſeth ir : | 
and verſe 9. he aggravates 


thought is ſinze, then a 
combination and confſpi- 
racy of wicked thoughts is 
much more. 
| But 4. there isa worſe | 
[vanity than this, and that 
_ —_ Rom. | 
ft, Paking thoughtt0 ful- 
f8# the Ins ht fleſh, 


moni [ T's make 


ects for #, Þ For 

are the-Caterers 
for our Ins, and lay inalf} 
their proviton, they are 
they that laoke- out where 


the beft markets are, the" 
beſt opportunities for fin- | 
ning in ary kind, the beft| 
bargaines for- credir, for | 
prefermetit; far riches, &c. 


XS 


D4 Far | 


it, 4 minori, for every. 
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For example, would x 
man riſe? histhoughts ſtu- 
dy the art of it, men frame 
their ownue ladder to 
climbe withall, invent 
wayes how to doe it, 


| though often it proves as 
to Haman their owne Gal. | 


lows. . Would they bee 
rich « what doe they ſtu- 
dy? even all cheats and 


- | tricks on the Cards, (as I 
' | may ſo ſpeake ) thatis, all 


the cunning tricks of the 
world, all the wayes of 
oppreſſing, defrauding , 
and going beyond theit 
brethren, ſo to pack things 
in all their dea ns, that 
they themſclves ſhall bee 
the winners, and thoſe 
that deale with them, the 
loſers, 1ſay 32.7. It is 
ſaid, 
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of thoughts. 


ſaid, that the Inſtruments of 
the churliſh are evill , and 
hee deviſeth wicked devices 
| #0 deſtroy the piore : would 
a man undermine his op- 

ſite, as one that ſtands 
in his light, and who hin- 
| der his credit? he'll digge 
and fall a pioning, with his 
| thoughts, his engins,in the 
night, digge a pit, as the 
Scripture piraſe &, and dig 
deepe to hide his counſel, 
to blow him up inthe end, 
and fo as hee ſhall n6t 
. [know who hurthim ; and 
this is worſe than all the 
former, this ſtudied artifi- 
ciall villanie. The more 
deviſing there is in finne, 
the worſe: therefore the 


much that of Bathſheba, 
"M$ "-."_ 


fat about Yriah, not (o| 
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objected 
becauſe hee uſedactio ic; 
-*y zooke thought for 


; but in the matter of 


| ky, the fifth is the 
repreſenting or ating over- 


ſonating: thoſe plea. 


which.at. preſent wee en. 
joy net really, fainingand 
imagining our ſelves. to. 
act thoſe atall practiſes 
wee have not agg ne. 


| ſhecmdative wickedneſſe Di- 
vinesidoe call it, whieh-to 
be in the power « of Imagi- 
nation to-doc; is evident 
to-you by your dycatmnes; 


— 
— 
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outwardly ts performe: 


againſt David, | 


au hbe thoughts teoke-|' 


ſures by imagination, | 


| 


when 


ſowncs,, in our thoughts|| | 
and imaginations, per- | 
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when fancy playes its part 
moſt b, we to allude to 
whar the \Propher ſayes, 
males 0s belecye wee cure 


meazne nat ro-ſpeake ofthe 

wer and corruption of 
It ay #4 our dreames: it 
were wal if,, as the _ 
{le ſpeakes' off Drunken. 
neſſe, that this ſpeculative 
wickednefſe were enely 


and' diſtempered affedti- 
ons doe caſt men inro ſuch 
dreames in the day, and 
when they are awake, 
there are then ( to borrow 
the Apoſtles expreſſion ) 
filthy dreames, Jude 8. 


whea 


- CS 


whew' woe ave aw hnigyy, t0'| 
| drive whow our foules ave\ 
thirffy. Iſay 219. #. But T| 


—— — — ———— 


—— 


in the night. But corrupt | 


that defile the- flejb, ; even | 
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when awake : when, their 
luſts wanting worke, their 
fancie erets to them a 
ſtage, and they ſet their 
imaginations and thoughts 
a worke toentertaine- their 
filthy and impure deſires, 
with ſhewes and playes of 


|theirowne making, and ſo 


reaſon and the intention of 
their mindes, fit as ſpeRta- 
tours all the while to-view 
with pleaſure, till their 
thoughts inwardly. act 0- 
yer their owne unclcane 
defires, ambitious pro- | 
jets, or- what” ever elle 
they have a minde unto. 
So waine and empty 1s 
the heart of man become, 
ſo impatient are our defires 
and luſts of Interruption | 
in their plcaſures, fo fin- 


—— y— ww ” — — 


full . | 


. 
he 


—___——— 


of chaughts. 


__ 


full and corrupt. 
Firſt, vaine and empty 


- [it appearesto bee in this; 


for take all the pleaſures 


of finne, ' when they are| 


never ſo fully, folidly, re- 


- |ally, and ſubſtantially en- | 


joyed, they are but ſha- 
dows, 2 meere outſide and 


figure, as the Apoſtle cals 
the world. It'is opinion 


 lof imagination that caſts 


that-varniſh-of goodneſſe 
on them, which 1s not tru- 
ly in them. So Pgkx and 
Bernices pomnpe iStellſed 
mwexrroz; but now this 
ſpeculative enjoying of 
cham onely in imaginati» 
on, (which many mens 
hearts take ſo much plea- 
ſure in, ) the pleaſing our 
ſelves in the bare 


ee 
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thoughts and inaginati- 
von, thems, this.is but a 
gndow of thefe ſhadows, 
that the ſoul ſhould 7ciom- 
like embrace! and, commit 
adultery'witly clouds one- 


mukettrus vainer thr 
orher . —_— » Who, 
ougly ſwojec? 0 vanity, 
yet _ £ ſuch as'this, ' 
Secondly, it argues-our 
deſires tobe impatient, to 
bee detained'from; or in- 
rerrapted: of their plex 
fures. When the foule 
ſhall bee found ſo greedy, 
that when the heart is de- 
barred'or ſequeſtred/from 
theſe things ir deſires, and 
wants'meanesor opportu- 
_ tnities to-aRits laſts, as not 


ty; this is 4 vow be-| 
_ Ml ovher vanittcs,} . | 


being 


"I of thoughts. | 


being to ſtay » it will a 


nation, and inthe interim, 
ſet faneic to entertaine the 
minde with empty pi- 


_ | ures of them. drawne in 


its owne thoughts. 

3- Thus they appeare 
allo te, bee ————— 
full and corrupt ;. an ewe 
ward: a of finne, it is but 
as- an a&t of whoredome_ 
with the creature', when 
really enjoyed: But this 1S 
Inceſt, when we defile our 


theſe imaginations and 
likeneſſes which are be- 
gotten in- our own fancies, 
being the children of our 
| owne hearts, 

Andiyct( my brethren) 


kn ſpeculative: en joying | 
0 


<_—_—. 
——————_ 


leaſt enjoy themrins imag- | 


ſoules and ſpirits with 


+ 
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of pleaſares, and ating o- 
ver of finnes the minde of 
man isfull'of, as will ap- 

are 1h many particu- 

ws. 

Firſt, looke what com. 
forts men have at preſent 
in-their poſſeſſion, and at 
command; what excelen- 
cies or endowments, men 
love to be alone to ſtudy, 
and thinke of them, and 
when they are ſequeſtred 
from the preſent uſe of 
them, yetrthey will then 
bee againe and againe re- 
counting and caſting of 
them up, taking a ſurvey 
oftheir happineſs in them, 
applauding their owne 
hearts in their conditions. 
And as rich men, that loye 


| 


money, loye to be looking 
c on 


WH1LIRkG 


| ws of thoughts. 


on it, and telling it over ; 
ſodo men to be ſumming 
up their comforts and pri- 
viledges they enjoy, 
which others want; as, 
how rich they are, how 
great, how they excell 0- 
thers in parts and gifts, 
&c. Ohhow much of that 
precious: ſand of our 
thoughts runnc ont this 
. | way! Thus he inthe Go- 
ſpell, hee keepes an audit 
in his heart ; Sowle ( faith | 
he ) rhow haft goods laid up 
for many yeares. So Ha- 
man, Eſter. 5.11. takes an 
Inventory of his honours 
and = A he talkes of al 
the glory of his riches, and 
all the things wherein the 
| | King had promoted him. 
So Nebuchadne7zar, Das. 


4+30«| 


. 
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lg. .30. as it may ſecme, hee 
was alone walking and | 
calking tw himſeclfe, whe 2| 
or ſaying to himſclfe ; 

Is n04 this the great Babell 
which Lhave built by the | 
might of my power, fir | 
the glory of my cMa-| 
] 

ee as thus upon their 


comfarts.. fo alfo 
' | their excellencies.2s theik 


tcarning, wiſdome, parts, 
&c. Mien love to ſtand 
upon theſe inthe 
aſe of rhem owne _ 
culation,. as faire 
| ces tove to looke _ 
and long in queer 
ES: ns. Fire 4s irarilc 
that fclfe-flaxtrery is 
[cx men; fſo-a\{o- chat they 
might. kcepe heir —_— 
neſle 
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neſſe ſtill freſh» and: conti- 
nued in their eye ; which 
thoughts, when they raiſe 
not up the heart tothankes| 
fulnefſe to God, and are | 
nat uſed tothatend, bur | 
are bellows of pride; they 
are vaine and abominable 
| in the eyes of God, as ap- 
peares. by Gods dealing |. 
with thoſe fore-mentio- 
_ _u_ hy nr hee 

CS,T how foole, this night; 
the other, whilſt theword| 
wes in hi mouth, ( giving 
him no longer warning ) 
hee ſtrikes with madneſfe 
and brutiſhneſle : and Ha- 
””m—_ you know, was like a 
| 17a that doth ſwell be: 
fore it breakes, and falls to 
ruine and decay. | 

Secondly , this ſpecala- | 


| tive\ 


wy 
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tive enjoying of pleaſures, 
andaGting over finnes thus 
in fancy, doth appeare in 
regard of things ts come; 
which'when wee have in 
view , ' or any hopes of 
mens thoughts goe forth 
afore to meet them, with 
how much contentment 
doc mens thoughts enter- 
taine their defires, with 
vaine promiſings and ex- 
peRations. afore-hand- of 
their pleaſures, thatare-in 
view and in poſhbility to 
bee enjoyed. So they in 
Eſay wind up- their hearts 
to a higher pin of jollity 
in the midſt of their cups, 
in that their hearts 


thought and promiſed 


them, Ts mworrow ſhall bee 
46't0 day, and much more_ 


| 


abun- 


———_ 


EE  —_ 


; 


i 


get gaine. And the pro- 
| miſe .of this, and - the 


.|thinke with much 


of thoughts, 


G_- 


| abundant, Iſay 56.12. SO; 


they , Iames 4. 13. they 
ſay with themſelves, Wee 
will goe to ſuch a City, and 
continue there a yeare, and 


thoughts of it afore-hand 
feeds them, and keepeS up 
their hearts in comfort. 
When men riſe in a mor- 
ning, they begin to fore- | 

plea-. 
ſure, what carnall plea- | 
ſures they have the ad- 
voulion and promiſe of 
that day or weeke, as to 
goe to ſuch company, and 
there bee merry z to goe 
ſuch a pleaſant journey, 
enjoy ſatisfaction in ſuch 
a luſt, heare ſuch newes, | 


.&Cc. And thus as godly 


men 
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men-hive by faith in Gods 
promiſes, Hab.2. 4. Tſay 
38. 16. By theſe men live, 
ant this is -f the #irit of my 
kife, faith H will #4 even 
x4 God a þ ſpoken, wverſ. 
I5. So doe carnall men 
live much upon the pro- 
[miſcsof their owne hearts 
and thoughts afore-hand, 
( forto this head of vaine 
thoughts, theſe vane pro- 
miſings aretobereduced, 
Pſalm. 49.11. Their in. 
_—_ thought i is, their hou- 
ſes ſhall continue for ever, 
and this thought pleaſerh 
them :) what pleaſure al- 
moſt is' there, which a 
men makes much account 
of, but hee as it firſt over 
in private in his owne 
| thoughts? x and thus doe 


"0 HW 


men 


J—_ 


Cm 


_ 


men men fooliſhly take + their 

owne words and pro- 
males, and i . befeokes 
themſehues in the end, 2s 
ltremy fpeakes, Jerem.17. 
They take np GIL 
in their tho 
| truſt, whe = . 
are to cnjoy , ven D 
ſpend-thrifts doc thcir 


rents, -or Heires thetr Te- 
venows betorethey\come | 
| |of age ito enjoy {their 
lands, that when - they 
come indeed to_enjoy the 


pleaſures they 'expedtted, 


cither they prove but 
artames, as Iſay 29. 6, 
oy finde their ſoutes 
empty; Or ſo much'under 
their -expoQation, and fo 
tale, as they have liccle in 


\them, that there till 
[2 proves 


_—— 
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proves more in the imagi- 
nation than inthe thing, 
which--ariſeth from the 
vaſtnefſe andgreedineſs of 
mens defires, as the cauſe 
hereof; for that makes 
them ſwallow up all at 
once. So Hab.2. Enlarg- 
ing his deſires as Hell, hee 
heapes up all Nations, ſwal. 
lowes them up in his 
thoughts. So an ambitious 
Scholler doth all prefer- 
ments that are in his 
| VIew. 

Thirdly , this ſpecula- 
tive wickedneſſe is exerci- 
ſed inlike maner towards 
things paſt, in recalling 
namely, and reviving in 
our thoughts the pleaſure 
of ſinfull ations paſled ; 
when the: minde runnes | 

over 


"M 


| of thoughts. 


|cumſtances - 0 


| [they ſhould draw crofle 


|cumſtance paſſed in ſuch | 


over the paſlages and'cir- 
the ſame | 
ſins long fince committed, 
with a new and freſh de-r 
light z when men raiſe up 
their dead actions long 
ſince buried, in the ſame 
likenefle they were tranl- 
ated in, and parley with 
them,as the Witch & Saul 
did with Satan in Samrels 
likenefſle. And whercas 


lines over them, and blot 
them out through faith in 
Chriſts blood, they rather 
copy and write them 06- 
ver againe in their 
thoughts, with the ſame 
contentment. So an un- 
cleane perſon can ſtudy 
and view over every Cir- 


E an 
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an aR, with ſuch a perſon 
committed ; ſo a vaine- 
glorious Scholler doth re-| 
peate in his thoughts an 
eminent performance of 
his, and all ſuch paſſages 
therein as were- moſt cle- 
gant. And'thus men chew 
the cudd upon any ſpeech 
of commendation ,umtered| 
wy others of them. And 
all this cven as a good 
heart doth repeate- good 
things heardor read, with 
the remembrance alſo of 
what quickneſſe they had 
in ſuch and ſuch paſſages, | 
and with- what affeRions 
they were warmed, when 
they heard them; oras a 
godly man recalls with 
comfort the ations of a 
| well-paſt life, as Fece- 
chiah 


— Ac <> 4 "%-44 7 CO 


| of thoughts. 
chiah did , Lord 1 haves 
walked before thee with 4 
perfect hearts and thereby 
| dae alſo ſtirre and provoke 
their hearts to the tike 
remper againe: So onthe 
contrary,doe wicked men 
uſe to recall, and revive 
the pleaſingeſt finfull paſ- 
fapes in their lives), tofuck 
a'new fweetnefle out of 
them: Then — 
argues more hardneſſe and 
wickedneſſe of heart, or 
provokes God more. For, 
Firſt', it argues much 
wickedneſſe of and | 
ſuch as when it wentinny 
with the heartto doe thus; | - X 
is not compatible with | 
grace : forinthes. ofthe 
Romans, ver. 12.the Apo- 
{tle ſhewes that a ood 
| E 2 cart 
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| whereof yee: are now afha- 
| mea ? The Saints reapand 


practice of tepentance, the 
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Mem 


heart uſeth to rea e no 
ſuch fruit - of finfull aRi- 


ons paſt , But what ub 
had you of thoſe things 


diſtill nothing out of all 
thoſe flowers, but ſhame 
and ſorrow, aud ſad ſighs: 
when Ephraim remem- 
bred his finne, he was aſba- 
wed, repented; and canſt 
thou in thy thoughts, reap! 
a new, harveſt and crop of 
pleaſure out of them,again 
and againe? ; 
Secondly, it argues 
much hardneſſe of heart ; 
nothing being more op- 
pofite to, the truth and 


foundation of which isto 


| 


call to mind the finne with 
Fo MEG... 


MLY , 


of thoughts. * 


ſhame and ſorrow, and to | 
recall it with much more 
oriefe, than ever there 
was' pleaſure in the com- 
mitring of it: and whoſe 
property is to hatethe ap- 
pearanse of it, and to en- 
flame the heart with Jea/e 
and reverge againft ir. 
| And thereby it provoketh 
God ' exceedingly , ' our 
nearts are thereby embru. / 
ed ia a new guilt, wee 
thereby ſtand to, and 
make good our former| 
act: even ſo, by remem- 
bring it with pleaſure, wee 
provoke God to remem- 
ber it with a new deteſta- 
tion of it, and ſo to ſend- 
downe new plagues; who,' 
if wee recall it withgriefe, 
would remember it no mare : 


BR E 3 we 
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| 


wee ſhew wee take delight 
to rake in thoſe wounds 
wee have given Chriſt al- 
ready ; to view the fannes of 
orhers with pleature, Row. 


' r.lt, is made more thay to 


commit them: Brit much 
more to yiew and reviye 
our owne with a freſh de- 
light: and therefore know 
that how-cycr. you may 
take delight here to re. 


: 
peat to your felves your 


old fins, yet that in Hell 


| aothing will gall you 


mare , than the remem. 
brance of them ; every 


cixcumſtance in every fin |- 


will then be as a dagger at 
thy heart. This was the 
rich mans taske and ſtudy 
in Hcll, ro remember the 


Las things hee had recej- 


__ wed, 


ew ett 


b 


| 


— 
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ved, and his fins commit - | 
ted in the abuſe of them, 
And if godly men here be 
made to poſſeſſe the ſinnes 
of their youth with horrour, 
as Tob, and to have them e- 
ver afore them, as David, 
how will wicked men 


| 


bee continually affrighted 
with them in hell 2 whoſe 
puniſhment 'is in a great 
part ſet forth to us, by 
this Pſa/-me5o.20, Iwill 
= thim in order before 
Ce | 


Fourthly , the fourth 
th ing wherein this fpecnla- 
Hue vanity appeares, 18 in 
acting ſinnes upon micere 
ithaginary uppoſitiohs | 
men faigne, and conttive | 
to themſelves, atid make a 
ſuppoſition to themſelves 
pi E4 in | 


of thoughts. wa 


D —C_————— 


E- 96 | 


in their own thoughts, firſt| 


The wvanitie 


of what they would bee, and 
then what they would doe_>. 
Men create fooles paradi. 
ſes to themſelves, and 
then walke up and downe 
in them ;- as, if they had 
moncy enough, what pleca- 
furcs they would have ; if 
they were in ſuch places 
of preferment, how they 
would carry themſelves. 


To allude to that 4bſolom 
ſaid,2 Sam. 15.4. @hif I 
were a Indge inthe Land, 1 
would doe this or that, Cc. 
doing this with a great 
deale of pleaſure,almoſt as 
much as thoſe thar really 
enjoy them. This may 
well bee the meaning of 
that Pſalme50. 18. where 
- the hypocrite ( who 

out- 


tn. eee, | 


i 


Ez 


groſle fins) 'ris ſaid, that 
ee conſenteth with the 


thiefe, and. partaketh with 


the adulterer, namely, :in 
his heart and: fancie, ſup. 
poſing himſclt with them, 
and - ſo. .defires to bee 
doing; what ' 'they doe. 
Thus: take one who is na- 
turally amibieinng ( whom 
both nature , parts * and 
education have all made, 
but a Bramble never. to 
rule over the trees, and 
hath fixrin a lower ſphere, 
as. uncapable of riſing 
higher or being greater, 
as the carthis of becom- 
ming a Starre in Hea- 
ven, yet) hee will take 
upon him in his owne 


ourwardly abſtaines from | 


heart, faining and geo 
| Es ting 
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then at the part of a 
great man there, ercc a 
throne, and fit downe 1n 
it; and thinkes with him- 
ſelfe what hee would doe, 
if a King or a great Man, 
8&c. So take a man that is 


old, and a dry tree, and ſo 


a ko tuft as for- 
| merly., yet. his thoughts 
fhall ſupply what is wan- 
ting an-his ſtrength or op- 
EP: And he makes 

is owne heart both 
Bawd, Brothet houſe, 
Whore, Whoremonger, 
and-all: ſo. a man thatis.na. 
turally voluptuous, loves 
pleafures, byt wants 
meanes to purchaſe then, 


| yet bis inclinations: will | 


___- plea le 


Toling himſelfe to bee,and | 


uncleanc, but now. growne | 


- ry 
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of though, 


he pleaſeth himſclfe with 


* 
. 


pleaſe thetnſelves with 
the thoughts of what 
mixture and compoſition 
of delights hee would 
have ; hee will fet downe' 
with himſelfe his Bill of 
fare, how hee would have, 
if he might wiſh, his cup of 
pleaſure mingled, what 
ingredients put into it. So 
a man that 15 revengefull, 
and yetwants a ſting,. yet 


revengefull thoughts and 
wiſhes, and willbe making 
invectives and railing dia- 
logues againſt him, hee 
hates, when hee is not by. 
A man in love, in his fan- 
cy hee will conrt his Para- 
mour though abſent, he 
will by his imagination 
make her preſent, and ſo 


| frame 
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frame ſolemn ſet ſpeeches 
to. her. 
' Ina word, let mens in- 
-clinations and diſpoſitions 
bee of what kinde ſo ever, 
and Ict the impoſſibiliries 
and improbabilitics be ne- 
ver ſogreat of being what 
they defire ; yet in their 
fancies and thoughts they 
will diſcover themſelves 
| what they would be. To- 
tumque quod eſſe deſiderant 
ſibi capud ſemetipſos cogita- 
tionibus depingunt, men 
will bee drawing Maps of 
[ their deſires, calculate 
their owne inclinations, 
cut out a condition of life 
which fills their hearts, | 
and they pleaſe them- 
ſelves withall: and there 
== is no ſurer way to know a 
mans/ 


OO I—OCGCC”o- 


—___ 


+4 of thoughts. | Tor | 


mans naturall inclination, | 
than by this. 

Firſt, which yet firſt is 
as great a folly as any 0- 
ther , imitating children 
herein ; for is it not chil- 
diſh to make clay pies, and 
puppets* what elſe are 
{uch fancies as theſe 2 and 
to bee as children aQing 
the parts of Ladies and 
. |Miſtrefles, and yet ſuch 

| childiſhneſſe is in mens 
hearts. 

2. And ſecondly, a 
wvanitie alſo, becauſe a 
man ſers his heart on 
what i not : the things 
themſelves are not, if a 
| | man had them, Prov.23.5. 
but to pleaſe themſelves 
with ſuppeſitions is much 
| worle. | 
| Third-' 
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Thirdly , this argues 
the greateſt incontentati-| | 
| -  |on of tfiinde that may 
bee, when men will in 
their owne thoughts put 
themſelves into another | 
condition than God ever 
ordained forthemh, 


ARIA ASS BABES 
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Hs diſcovered the 
vanty of your 
choughts Lad your eſtates 
thereby, bee humbled | 
for them ; This Iground | |} 
upon, Proverbs 30. 21. | | 
where cAgur teacheth us 
to humble our felves as 

well tor thoughts as aQi- | 
| ons. 
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ons. If thou haſt done foe- | 

liſhly in lifting up thy ſelfe, 
| | or if the 3 6 F1.e evill, 

lay thine hand upon thy 
mouth, Now as ſmiting 
| upon the thigh is put for re- 

pentance and ſhame and 
forrow in Ephraim, Terems. 
31.19. ſois laying the hand 
upon the mouth pur for 
| | greater and deeper humi- 
|. |lation, as arguing full con- 
vidtionof ones guilt, Rom. 
3.19. Every moath muſt 
be ſtopped. Havivg nothing 
to ſay , not to plead and 
excuſe, that thoughts are 
+ |free,and it is impoſſible to s 
bee rid ofthem, &c, but as 
EFechiel, 16.65. To 7e- 
| | member and ito bee confoun- 
| |ded, and never 10 open thy |; 
mouthmorc! to bee vile, and | 
| not | 


— — 
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not to anſwer againe, as Tob 
39.27,28.this is to lay thy 
hand onthy mouth,thart is, 
to humble thy ſclfe. | 

And indeed ' there is 
mnch cauſe, for your 
thoughts they are the firſt 
begotten, and eldeſt ſons 
of originall fin, and there. 
fore the ſtrength of it, as 


Iacob called Reuben the 
firſt-borne ; yea alto, and 
the Parents and begetters 
of all other finnes, their 
brethren ; The firſt plot» 
ters and contrivers, and 
4chitophels, in all the 
treaſons and rebellions of 
our hearts and lives; the 
bellows and . incendiaries 
ofall inordinate affeRions; 
the Panders to all our 


| 


luſts, that take thought to 
__ pro- 


— 


provide « for the fatisfying 
of them ; the diſturbers in| 
all good duties, that inter- 
rupt and ſpoile and fly. 
blow all our prayers, that} 
they ſtinke in the noſtrills| 
of God. 

And if their hainoul- 
nefle will nothing move 
you, conſider their num- 
ber, for they are continu- 
-Jally thus: which makes 
our {innes to be in number 
| more than the fands : the 
thoughts of So/omens heart 
wereas the Sand, and ſo 
ours ;_ not a minute, but as 
many thoughts paſle from | - 
$US, aSina minute ſands doe 
— an Houre-glaſle. So that |. 

luppoſe, that taken feve-| 

ally, they be the ſmalleſt ; 
and leaſt of your ſtnnes, 


yet 


| * of thoughts. | 105 | 
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yet their multitude makes 
them more and heavi- 
er than all your other, 
Nothing ſmaller than a 
graine of Sard, butif there | 
beea heape of them, there 
is nothing heavier, Tob 6.3. 
My griefe is heavier than 
the Sand. Suppoſe they be 
in themſelves, bur as Far- 
thing-tokens, in compari- 
{on of grofle defilements : 
yetbecaulſe the Mint never 
lies til, ſleeping nor wa- 
king, therefore taey make 
up the greateſt part of that 
treaſure of wrath which | - 
wee are a Jaying up: and 
know that God will rec- 
kon every Farthing, and in 
thy puniſhment bate thee 
not one vaine thought. 


And that God lookes up- 


ned 


AU ne 


__— 


4. | but the inditement he 


{ | judgement of deſtroying 
4 odd, doth he al- 


on our thoughts thus, ſce 


brings in againſt the old 
world ; which ſtands fill 
"| uponrecord, Gex.6. when 
he pronounced that heavy 


ledge their murthers,adul- 
teries, and groſſe defale. 
| ments chiefly as the cauſe? 
'| Their #hovghts rather ; 
which becauſe ſo many, 
jand ſo continually evil, 
provoked him more than 


_ |downe therefore into thy 
[heart, and conſider them 

| well, to humble thee, to 
make thee vile , and if in 
one roome ſuch a treaſure| 
of wickedneſſe bce found 
| laid up, what in all thoſe 


all their other ſinnes. Goe| 


other! 


— 
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other Chambers of the bell, 
as Solomon calls them? 
conſider them to humble | 


thee, but not for all this | 


their multitude to diſcou- 


rage thee. For God hath | # 


more thoughts of mercy in |* 
him, than thou haſt had of 
rebellion, Pſal. 40.5. Thy | 
thoughts to us -ward, ( ſpea- | 
king of thoughts of mer- 
Cy ) are more than can bee 
numbred. Thou beganneſt 
but as yeſterday to thinke 
thoughts of rebellion a- 
gainſt him,buthis thoughts | 
of mercy have becne from 
everlaſting, and reach to 
everlaſting : and therefore 
in Eſay 55. ver. 7; having 
made 'mention of. ' our 
thoughts, lit the anrighte- | 
0u5 man for ſake his thoughts, | 


and 


Mes ow _—_—_—_——_—_—_ CC AO 
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| of thoughts. 


and hee will have mercy 0n 
| | him ; becauſcthis objecti- 


on of the multitude might 


|come in to diſcourage men 
FT |from bopes of mercy, 
]therefore purpoſely | hee 
# |addes, hee will multiply to 


pardow z and to aſſure us 
that hee hath thoughts of 
mercy to out-vic ours of 
finne, hee' addes, for my 
thoughts exceed yours, as 
Heaven doth the earth, 


Vſe 2. 


Ee us make for ever 
conſcience of them, ſo ! 


L 


|Zob did, 166 31.1. I madea 
F [covenant with mine eyes, | 
* [why ſhould I thinke upon | 


i 


aMaide 2 Solomongives in 


LT 
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elpeciall charge, above all 


keeping, | 
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Prov.4.23. 
Firſt, thou art to keepe 


ſelfe unſpotted of they 
Fowld ave thy brother, 
to all the Commanae. 
ents, but above all to keepe 
thy heart, and in it, thy 
theughts ; for this is the 
Great Commanacment, be. 
cauſe itextends it ſelte( as 
the foundation ) unto them 
all:for as in the ſameCom- 
mandement where mur- 
ther is forbidden, a malici- 


of the reſt ; So in keeping 
thethoghts, thou virtually 


dements : as originall finne 
is ſaid to bee forbiddenin 
all the COY 

0 


CC ———_. 


—_— 


— 


keeping, keepe thy heart, 


the Lords day holy, thy- 


ous thought is alſo, and ſo 


keepeſt all the Comman- 


| |affeRions are the ſpring, 


. |the ſoule as the ſpirits in| 


S of thoughts. | 


orderforin all. 
Secondly, out of it are 
iffues of life; thoughts and 


foare thy thoughts taken | 


ſpeeches and actions the 
ftreame : as are our 

ts; ſo.are our affe. 
Gions ; for theſe: are the 
bellows: fo alſoour pray» 
ers, ſo all, for they arc in| 


the body,they runthrou 
all,move all,ac all. 
Thirdly, if you looke 
to God, our thoughts 
are that ſpot of ground, 
which he proclaimes him- 
ſelfe fole Lord of, and 
makes it one of his grea- 
teſt titles, that hee knows 
them, and judgeth them. 


Wm ba 


Kings attempt to ruleyour 
: tongues, 


mm 


-——— —— 
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tongues, to binde your 
hands, and rule your acti- 
ons ; but God onely your 
thoughts. By them wee 
chiefly ſancifie him in our 
hearts, by them wee walke 
with God,and ſhall we not 
make conſcience ofthem ? 

Fourthly, if you looke 
tothe worke and power of 
grace, wherein lies it, But 
in bringing every thought 
into obedience ? 2 Cor. 11.4. 
This is theglory of our re- 
ligion above all other in 
the world : wherein lies 
the difficulty of it, the 
ſtritneſs of it, what makes 
it ſo hard a taske ? but the 
obſerving and keeping the 
thoughts in boiids: wherin 
lies the difference between 
fancerc hearted CHE 
and i 


| 


— OOO EI EEE ron ot I er oe 


VItc 


| A of thoughts. 


land others: but the ke 


- [ing ofourthopghts, with, 


out. which: 411 Religion is 


| but bodily exerciſe. Papiſts 


may mumble- over their 
rayers, hypocrits talke, 
bat this is gealineſſe. 
Fiftly, 1f wee looke to 
things wee have acareof; 
if wee havea care of ſpee. 


|ches, becauſe Chriſt hath 
1ſaid, wee ſhall anſwere for 


every idle word ;i why not 
alſo for the ſame reaſon, 
ſhould wee have a care of 


[thoughts? which are the 


words of the minde, onely 
they want a ſhape, to bee 
audible to others, which 
the tongue gives them, for 
which you muſt anſwer as 
well as for words, Heb, 4. 
I2. I Cor. 4.5. If you be 


| 


| 


Eo: 


F careful! 


LO 


| 
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carts, which are nox 


your 


_ — houſes ; 


uilt for himſclfe, and for! 
Chriſtand 4s Word to dwel 
5 : fecing alſotherhings 


neare intimate- tellewſhip; 
and converſe with you, 


ſaid to talk with you,Pro,6. 


u cate, becauſe ſuch 
lood you have, &c. then 
be careful what you think, 
thoughts being Pabulums 


anime, as Tully calls them, 
Thy 


yau think of have the moſt] 


OI rn nan nn 


And therefore when you] | 
| thinke of the Word, tt is 


If you becarefull of what| 


oO of thoughts. 
Thy words did{1 ate] ſaies | 
Teremiah, ſpeaking of ME | 
ditating on it. 

Sixthly, if youlooke to | 


the iſſuc 'of things: what 
ſhall be the ſubject of thar =, 


oo nqueſt at the Tay of 
udgement £ the IO” 


and councels, 1 Corin. 4 
And after the Dar - ; 
Judgement,mensthoughts: 
ſhall prove their greateſt 
executioners: what are the 
cords God laſhes you 
| [with to all eternity ? your 
owne thoughts ; thoughts 
«ccnſing , whereby you ſty- | 
dy over every finne; and 
every one will be as a dag- 
ger, 1ſay 33-18. the Hyps- 
crites corment, is to wedi-/ 
tate terrours,to tudy Gods 
wrath, and the Saints blef- 


F 2 ſedneſſe, | 
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M—— 


ſedneſſe, and- their owne' 
finnes and miſery. 


| S$88$56655858: 


I. againſt oaine| 
ouehts, 


"2 firſt is to get the 
L heart furniſhedand en- 
riched with a good ſtocke 
of ſandified and heavenly! 
knowledge in ſpiritudll and} 
heavenly truths : For 4 
good. man ( ſaith Chriſt ) 
hath a good treaſare in his 
Heart, Matt, 13.35. that 
is, hee hath al graces, 
ſo many precious. truths 
which are as Gold in the 
Ore, which his thoughts, 
as the Mint,doth coineang 


beat 


. [which ſhould feed the 


| 


| [beat out,and which words 


[ frothy vaine thoughts, for 


|fore Solomon ſaith, Wicked 


a—_— 


bring forth. 7 good man, 
out of the good treaſure of | 
his heart, brings forth good 
things, It therefore there 
bee not Mines of precious 
truths hid in the heart, no 
wonder if our thoughts 
coyne nothing but drofle, 


want of better materialls 


| of thoughts. | | 117 


Mint, are wanting. There- 


men forge, mint, or ham- 


men have ſtore of naturall 


—— 


A mmm 


mer wickedneſſe, Pro.6.1 4, 
ſo Iunins reads it':, or if 


knowledge, and want ſpi- 


rituall uſctull- knowledge, | 
to themſelves ; although.) 


in company with others, 
they may bring forth good: 


F 3 things 


v0 —— > — Ro 


Mm, 
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things in ſpeeches, yer 
when alone;their thoughts 
runne tot on them. For 
this, take a place of Scrip- 
ture, Deas. 6. 6,7. which 
thewes, that laying up the 


and getting knowledge 
out of it, 1s an effcauall 


thoughts well exerciſed 
when wee are alone : for 
the end why theſe words 


are commanded 70 bee lid 


up tn the heart, ver.5,6. is, 
astoteach them to others, 
ſo, totake up our thoughts 
when we are moſt retired, 
and alone,and when a man 
can doe nothing, but bare. 


y exerciſe his minde, in 
| 


Ma 
_— _ 
et ti 


IS 


—_——— 
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Word in the heart,and be. | 
ing much converſant in it, 


meanes to' keepe our]. 


inking z for when aman| 


—_ td 


ett. 3. 4 Meth. 4 


0} of thoughts. 
isa riding, or walking, or 
lying downe, and rifing up, 
(whichare often and uſual. 
ly our moſt retired times 
for thoughts, & are whol-| 
ly ſpentin them, for many 
ride alone, and lie alone, 
&c,) yet then, faith hee, 
(thou ſhalt 1atk of the Word: 
which command he thar is | 
alone cannot do, therefore 
| , "i 
. frhe ralhing there meant Is | 
not ofiely xby@& eupapratn 
outward conference with o- 
thers (though intended) as 
totalke to rhy bed-fellow 
of it, and to thy companz-! 
on: but ſappoſe thou haſt 
nonic, then to talke of it to 
| thy (clfe, for thoughts are | 
xy indvtieres talking of the 
minae ; and ſo comparing 
Prov.6.22. with this place ' 
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(which | 


> | 


. 
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(which will firly-interpret 
it) it appeares; for Ss/omen 
exhorring to the ſame du- 
ty of Binding the Word to 
the heart, utcth this mo- 
tive, which - is the fruit 
thereof., That when thou a- 


wakeſt, it ſhall talke with| 
thee, that is, by thy think- | 
ing of it, It will talke with | 


thee when thou and itart 
alone : Soas thou ſhalt not 
need a better. companion, 
it will bee putting in and 
ſuggcſting ſome thing. 
-;SEcondly, endeavour to 
warmtks and keep up live. 
y, holy, and ſpirituall af. 
Rions in thy heart, and 


ſuffer them not to coole ; | 
Fall nat from thy firſt love, 


nor feare, nor joy in God; 
or if thou haſt grownere- 


—r_»n_ 


mille, 


— —  —_— 


Y11þ 


4s of thoughts. 12m: | 


miſſe, endeavour to reco- 
ver thoſe affeions again. 
For ſuch as your affeRions 
are, ſuch neceſlarily muſt 
your thoughts be:and they 
| encline the mindeto think 
of ſuch or ſuch objeRsas 
will pleaſe them, rather 
than others ; thereforc 
ſayes David, Pſal.119.97. 
How doe I lovethy Law !. it 
| is my meditation day and 
night. It was his love to it 
made him thinke of it fo 
frequently. So Mal.3.16. 
Thoſe that feared the Loyd, 
and thought upon his Name, 
are joyned : For what we 
feare wee often thinke of, 
and alſo ſpeake of often ; 


made them thinke much of 


therefore it is added ; They | 
| ſþake of one to another; feare 


PR 
Im—— 


| 1 uy * 
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I22 


—_ 


hd 


| his name, and chinking of it 


{Whilef 1muſed,the fire bur- 


The 4 NW: 
made them ſpeake of it:ſ\uch 
affection, ſuch thoughrs, 
and fuch ſpeeches, as the 
both are. And indeede 
thoughtsand affeRions are 
$ibi mutuo cauſe, the mn- 
tuall cauſes of cach other: 


wed, Pſalm. 39. fo that 
thoughts are the bellowes 
that kindle and enflame 
affeRtions: and then al 


cauſe thoughts to boile, 
therefore men newly con- 
verted to God, having new 
and ſtrong affcfions, can 


of God thanany. 
Thirdly , of all appre- 
henſions eMe,get rhy heart 


poſſcfled with deep, tron 


—_—}_ 


they are enflamed , they| 


with more pleaſure thinke L 


and 


— — —_—— - 2 "+ —_— — ——_—— — 


= 


| of power to ſettle, fixe, 


 thatthe Saints and Angels 
in Heaveri have not a vaine| . 


> - — - 
po—— = 
- 


of theeghts. 


_— 


and powerfull apprctichfi. 
ons and impreffions of 
Gods Holineſs, Maſeſties, 
Omnipreſehce, end Oneniſci- 
ence, If atiy thoughts bee 


and*draw in the minde of 
mav, they are the shoughrs 
of him, What is the reaſon 


thoughtto eternity, not a 


fixeth them, their cieis ne- 
yeroff him? Takea wan- 
ton gariſh looſe ſpirit, let 
him bebnt in the preſence 
of a Superiour whom hee 


and it conſolidates him. 
Isb made therefore conſci- 
| ence of his thoughts, that 
hee durſt not looke awry. 


i - . ——_— _ ws 
- 


_— 


wry ſtroke, his preſence} 


feares and revyerenceth, | 


| 2057 lob} 
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Tob 31. 1,2. becauſe God 
| ſees it, faith hee. This drew 
in and. faſtned Davids 
thoughts, P/al. 139. from 
the firſt to the twelfth, he 
manifeſts what continuall 
apprehenſion hee had of 
Gods Greatneſle, Majeſty, 
| and Omnipreſence; and 
; what effe@ had this? When 
1 awake 1 am even. before 
thee,wverſe 17. Looke what 
objecsthey arc,havemoſt 
ſtrong and deepe impreſſi- 
ons-in the minde, of thoſe 
when a man awaketh, hee 
thinkes of ficſt, Now ſuch 
(trong impreſhons had Da- 
vids thoughts of God, that 
till when hee awaked, hce: 
' was with him, and there- 
| fore wee finde\it by expe= 
| rience to bee.a meanes to Hs 
t avoid | 


=_ _ - —_— I—— __— — = ————— ” | 
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WIL 


of thouzhts. _ ; 125 'S 


avoid diſtractions in pray- | 
ers, to enlarge a mans 
'|thonghts in his preparati- 
ons before , or at the be- 
ginning with a conſiderati- 
on of Gods attributesand 
relations to us : andit will 
and, doth make us ſerious. 
Fourthly, eſpecially do 
this wheti thou awakeff, as 
David did there, whey I 4- 
| wakeTamſtill withthee:to 
prevent winde which ari- 
ſerhfrom emprineſſe, men 
uſe to take a good draught 
in the morning, which the 
ſtomacke els, ſoto pre- 
vent thoſe vaine, windy, 
frothy thoughts the heart | 
naturally ingenders,. and 
which ariſe from. empti- 
neſſe ;z firſt fill rhy heart 
| with the thoughts of God; 
| Goe | 
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Got downe imo his Wie. 
celer: obſerve it when you 


your eyes, there ſtand ma- 
ny fuirors artending - on 
you, to ſpeake with your 


- thonghrs, even as Cliants | 


at Lawyers doores, mary 


fpeake thou with God firſt, 
hee will ſay ſomething to 
thy heart, will ſettle it for 


fore the croud of bufineſ- 
ſes come inuponthee. Of 
fome Heathens it is ſaid 
that they worſhip hat as 
their God, for all day, 
which they firſt ſee inthe 


[morning ; ſoit is with the 


idols of mens hearts. 
Fiftly, have a watchful! 


ye, and obſerve thy heart 
all 


> 


will, when you firſt open|Þ 


vanities and bufinefſes;but | 


all day : and this doe be- | 


q 


I 


allday, though they croud 
in, yet obſerve them, let} 
them know that they paſle| 
not unſcene; if a man 
would ptay atight,he muſt 
| watch alfo, who comes in, 
and who goes out : whete 
ftrit watch and ward is 
kept, and Magiſtrates ob- 
ſeryant, the Marſhall and! 
Conſtable diligent to exa- 
. | mine vagrant perſons, you 
| ſhall have ſewthere ; that 
ſuch ſwarmes of vagrant 
thoughts make their ren- 
devous, and paſſe, is be- 
cauſe there 1s not ſtria 
watch kept. | 
This is in a mannerall 
thou canſt doe, for they 
will paſſe however, but 
yer complaine thou of 
them, whipthem, and give 
them 


of | NU —_ = = 
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them their paſſe, 


fancy too much with yant- 
ties and curious ſights, this 


therefore 70b ſayes, Chap. 
31. verſ. 1. That hee made 
4 covenant with his eyes, left 
he ſhould thinke of « Maiat, 
Prov. 4. 25. Let thine eyes 
looke right on. 

Seventhly, bee diligent 
in thy calling , and what 
thine hand findes to doe, dos 
it with all thy might,as itis, 
Eccleſiaſtes 9. 10. that is, 
putting toall the intention 
and ſtrength of the minde 
that may bee in it. Let all 
the ſtreame runneto turne 
aboutthy Mill; the keep- 
ing thy thoughts to that 
channell, keeps them from 


OVCT- 


Sixtly , pleaſe not thy. 


engenders vaine thoughts; | | 


— 


oO I "IT" —— + PFI—_— 
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4 1T hoſe that labour not are bu- 
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overflowing into "vanity 
and folly , 2 Thef. 3. rt. 


ſie bodies. And 1 Tim.5.13, 


Idle, wandring, Twit, they 
are not oncly . called «pts 
[Ale only;becaule not bufic 
about what they ſhould, 
but mwipz% as intent on 
things they ſhould not; 
they goe from houſe to 
| houſe: ſo their bodies do, 
becauſe their mindes doe 
wander, having no center, 
When David walked a- 
lone, what extravagancy 
did his ſpirit run into * let 
jche ground lye fallow, 
and what weeds will there 
ſoone grow in it £4 God 
hath appointed us our cal- 
lings to entertaine our 
thoughts, and to finde 


them|- 


”—- 


, - 


The vanitit 


—__ 


| 130 | 


them doinginthe inter:ms, 


rit thoughts of men 
arcreſtleſſe, and will bee 


continual imployment,leſt 


king. and plotting amiſſe : 
fo did God appoint even in 
' Paradiſe the aRive ſpirit 
| of man, a calling to keepe 
him doing, God hereby 
hedgeth in mans thoughts, 
and fſers them to goe ina 
narrow lahe, knowing that 
if they are unconfined and 
leftat hberry, they would 
like wilde Aſſes ſn»ffe ap 
the windt,as Itremy ſpeaks, 


| 


_ ——_— —_— — 
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ben worke, and ro hokd 


_ 


[ between the duties of his |' 
' worſhip, becauſe the ſpi- | 


 bufied ſome way; as ther- | 
fore Kings keep thoſe men | 
that have aQive' fpirits in 


their heads ſhould be wor- | 


hn Gat . p 


Jeremy | 


'F | finefſe, tore than thou 
canſt graſpe.It made par-\ 


OO ———— 


| | f/ [ Ms. 
emy 5. 24. onely take 


feed of encumbring thy 
minde with too tiuch bn- 


tha forget that owe thing 
neceſſary, being cumbred 
with many things, Lake 10, | 
4. this breeds care uhyra, 
which diftracts the minde, 
(ſo the word fignifics wo 
_ 1% mide, as dividing #r,and 
[fo cauſerh wandering 
e hts nothing more , 
OA the __ 15notit| 


enervates it , and this be- 
ing vanity, Zxed. 18.18. | 
ſaid Tethroto Moſes,when| 
encombred with bufineſs , 
Thou wilt fade away «s 4 


moiſture is dryed up, even} 
| that 


| —— —————_— 


ſelfe. For this weakens it, | 


leafe , our of which the}. 


of / 
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that juyce which ſhould be 
left for good | duties. will 


from a cumber of buſineſs. 

Eightly, in thy calling, 
and all thy wayes, for the 
ſucceſle and: thy wayes 
thereiv, Commit thy wayes 
to God, Prov.16.3. Commit 
thy way unto the Lord, and 
thy thoughts ſhall be efabli. 


| ſhed,or ordered; that ts, kept 


from that confuſion and 
diſorder,and thoſe ſwarms 
of cares, which othersare 
annoyed with:and thereby 
thy aimes may bee as well 
accompliſhed : a few 
thoughts of faith would 
ſave us many thoughts of 
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be exhauſted: as dreames | 
come through multitude | 
of buſineſſe, Eccleſ.5.3. ſo 
doamultitude of thoughts | . 
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{ cares aid feares, inthe bu- 


bis. 
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F \fineſſes wee goe abour, 


which prove therefore 
waixe, becauſe they fors- 
ward not at all the buſi- 
nefſe wee intend, When 
ſuch waves toſle the heart 
and turmoile it, and the 
windes of paſſions are up, 
if a few thoughts of 
faith come into the 
heart,they calm 
all preſently. 
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roy huns trattatam, 
| £u1 titulus eſt ( The vanity 
geof thoughts ) in quo #ihil 
reperio , quo minus impri- 
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